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of unavoidable but infuriating mischances, the Bolshevik
message to the United States was delayed in transmission.
Robins went to Lenin on the 6th to explain the delay, and
asked for an extension of time to get a reply from
Washington. Lenin would give no direct answer, but
on the following day Izvestia carried the announcement
that, at the request of the President of the Council of
the People's Commissars, the opening of the Congress of
Soviets had been postponed from March 12 to March 14.1
Lenin was keeping faith, but his scepticism of the possi-
bility of Allied co-operation was growing day by day and
it appeared less and less as a factor in his plans.

Meantime Sadoul, Riggs and Ruggles had returned
from Vologda to Petrograd and had so satisfactory an
interview with Trotsky on the 8th that Sadoul wrote that
night to Albert Thomas: " The support of the United
States has been officially promised.2

The message from Lenin and Trotsky was despatched
from Vologda on March 9, and with it went an endorsement
from Ambassador Francis: " I cannot too strongly urge
the folly of intervention by the Japanese just now ", he
cabled. "It is possible that the Congress of Soviets may
ratify the peace, but if I receive assurance from you that
the Japanese peril is baseless, I am of the opinion that the
Congress will reject this humiliating peace/'3 Two days
later he received the text of a message of goodwill from
President Wilson to the Congress of Soviets. It was the
attempt of Colonel House to induce the Congress not to
ratify the treaty of peace and to intimate, without in-
dicating an open breach between the United States and
her Allies, the American disapproval of Japanese inter-
vention. Unfortunately it went little further than an
expression of sympathy and regret that the United States
was not " now in a position to render the direct and
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